{Docket No, HM-08; Notios 73-13)
ETIOLOGIC AGENTS
Shipment on Passenger-Carrying
Alreraft

On September 30, 1972, the Hazardous
Materials Regulations Board published
Amendments 172-17 and 173-67 in
Pocket No. HM-96 establishing require-
ments for the shipment of eticlogic

agents.
The regulation permits the shipment
of diagnostic specimens and m

gduotsonmenm—curyms
wever, it does not permit the ship-
ment of cultures of etiologic agents on
such aircraft. These cultures are pres-
ently being transported on passenger-
carrying aircraft and prior to the above
amendment they were not prohthited.
The Board has recelved many petitions
.for reconsideration indicating that the
proposed change in transportation con-
ditions would seriously and detrimentally
affect the timely response and diagnostic
capability of many laboratories involved
in the protection of the public health.
This position was expressed to the Board
by numerous Stats health agencies, by

lection, the College of American Pathol-
ogists, the Association of State and
Territorial Laboratory Directors, The
Mycological Society of America, the In-
stitute for Medical Research, The Amer-
ican Association of Immunologists, the
American Society for Medical Technol-
ogy, the American SBoclety for Microbiol-
ogy, the Infectious Diseases Soclely of
America, the Association of Schools of
Public Health, Inc., the American Asso-
ciation of Bloanalysts, a large number of
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Mental
Health Administration, U.8. Department
of Health, Education, and Welfare, sum-
marized part of the problem by stating
that “* * * [als an example, the physi-
clans who live in areas not served
cargo-only carriers will be forced to
on surface transportation to carry
tures {0 laboratories for determina
of antibiotic resistance of cultured
terial isolates—knowledge which is
sential for correct treatment. Loss
due to slower surface transporta
Iays the treatment of the patient.
dition, some agents are so sensitive
they may perish if their arrival is delayed

tig
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to permit cultures of etiologic agents in
velumes of less than 50 milliliters (1.666
fiiid ounces) to be transported on pas-
senger-carrying aircraft. They stated
that “* * * [blased on our past expert-
ence with over 100,000 shipments of
etiologic agents annually, our sclentific
nowledge of these agents, and the public
health need for their rapid movement,
you ar€ assured that undelayed ship-
ments of cultures of eticlogic agents in
quantities less than 50 ml. are in the in-
terest of public health, and that the has-
ard to passengers or crews of sircraft is
frfiniteaimal. * * *”

Throughout this proceeding, the Board
has relied on information supplied by the
Center for Disease Control because of its
expertise in the knowledge and handling
of these agents. Based on the information
it now has, the Board proposes to modity
its regulations and to adopt the proposal
‘ol the U.8. Health Services and Mental

“Health Department. Thiz action would
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Paragra, gx;td) n §173.386 would be
amendod adding paragraph (3) to
read as follows: -

§ 178.386 Etologic agents; definition
and scope.
L d L ] E ] * [ ]
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(3) Cultures of etiologic agents of less
than 50 milliliters (1.888 fluid ounces)
total quantity in one outside packsge.

- - * » L

Interested persons are invited to give
their views on this proposal. Communica-
tions should identify the docket number
and be submitted in duplicate to the Sec-
retary, Hazardous Materials Regulations

Departmen Transportation

fore January 23, 1973 will be considered
before final action is taken on the pro-
posal. All comments received will be
available for examination by interested

for comments. .

This proposal is made under the au-
thority of sections 831-835 of Title 18,
United States Code, section 9 of the De-
partiment of Transportation (49 U.S.C.
1857), and Title VI and section 802(h)
of the Federal Aviation Act of 1958 (49
UR.C. 1421-1430 and 1472(), 1865(¢)).

Issued in Washington, D.C. on Novem-
ber 24, 1072.

W.J.Borns,

Director,
Ofice of Hazardous Materials.
{FR Doc.72-90475 Piled 11-88-73;8:50 am}
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